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Mueller inquiry finds no 
Trump-Russia conspiracy 


~ A 


CLIFF OWEN AP 


Special counsel Robert Mueller gets in his car Sunday after attending services with his wife at St. John’s Episcopal Church, across from the 
White House, in Washington. Mueller closed his long and contentious Russia investigation with no new charges. 


BY ERIC TUCKER, MICHAEL 
BALSAMO, CHAD DAY AND JULIE 
PACE 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Special counsel Robert Muell- 
er did not find evidence that 
President Donald Trump’s cam- 
paign “conspired or coordinat- 
ed” with Russia to influence the 
2016 presidential election but 
reached no conclusion on 
whether Trump obstructed jus- 
tice, Attorney General William 
Barr declared Sunday. That 
brought a hearty claim of vindi- 
cation from Trump but set the 
stage for new rounds of political 
and legal fighting. 

Trump cheered the outcome 
but also laid bare his resentment 
after two years of investigations 


that have shadowed his adminis- 
tration. “It’s a shame that our 
country has had to go through 
this. To be honest, it’s a shame 
that your president has had to go 
through this,” he complained. 
Democrats pointed out that 
Mueller found evidence for and 
against obstruction and demand- 
ed to see his full report. They 
insisted that even the summary 
by the president’s attorney gener- 
al hardly put him in the clear. 
Mueller’s conclusions, sum- 
marized by Barr in a four-page 
letter to Congress, represented a 
victory for Trump on a key ques- 
tion that has hung over his pres- 
idency from the start: Did his 
campaign work with Russia to 
defeat Democrat Hillary Clin- 
ton? That was further good news 
for the president on top of the 


Justice Department’s earlier 
announcement that Mueller had 
wrapped his investigation with- 
out new indictments. 

The resolution also could 
deflate the hopes of Democrats 
in Congress and on the 2020 
campaign trail that incrimi- 
nating findings from Mueller 
would hobble the president’s 
agenda and re-election bid. 

But while Mueller was cate- 
gorical in ruling out criminal 
collusion, he was far more cir- 
cumspect on presidential obstruc- 
tion of justice. Despite Trump’s 
claim of total exoneration, Muell- 
er did not draw a conclusion one 
way or the other on whether he 
sought to stifle the Russia in- 
vestigation through his actions 
including the firing of former FBI 
director James Comey. 


According to Barr’s summary, 
Mueller set out “evidence on 
both sides of the question” and 
stated that “while this report 
does not conclude the president 
committed a crime, it also does 
not exonerate him.” 

Yet Barr, who was nominated 
by Trump in December, and 
Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who appointed 
Mueller in May 2017 and over- 
saw much of his work, went 
further in Trump’s favor. 

The attorney general said he 
and Rosenstein had determined 
that Mueller’s evidence was in- 
sufficient to prove in court that 
Trump had committed obstruc- 
tion of justice to hamper the 
probe. Barr has previously voiced 
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WHAT TO KNOW 
ABOUT PRE-K 


On April 2, voters in 
Kansas City will decide 
on a sales tax proposed 
by the mayor to pay for 
universal pre-K. 3A 


UTILITY URGES 
CONSERVATION 


KC Water asks residents 
to conserve water as it 
deals with Missouri River 
water made murky by 
flooding. 2A 


FASHION TRENDS: 
BOLD COLORS 


The fall and winter 2019 
fashion season ushers in 
the era of easy-wearing, 
focus-pulling and 


power-dressing. 4A 


Medicaid expansion proposal hinges 
on GOP-controlled Kansas Senate 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN 
jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 


TOPEKA 

Supporters of Medicaid ex- 
pansion celebrated this week 
after the Kansas House voted to 
expand the program to some 
150,000 residents. 

One lawmaker called it “mon- 
umental” after nearly a decade 


spent trying to get the conserva- 
tive state to open up the state- 
run health program to more 
Kansans. 

Even Democratic presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders post- 
ed a congratulatory tweet. 

But expansion hopes will 
collide with political reality in 
the state Senate, where the 
proposal heads next. Republican 
leaders who oppose the plan — a 


top priority for Democratic Gov. 
Laura Kelly — wield enormous 
power over its fate. Expansion 
supporters expect they will use it 
to prevent the bill from ever 
reaching a floor vote. 

In the coming weeks, tens of 
thousands of Kansans who 
would qualify for expanded 
Medicaid—those currently ineli- 
gible because they make too 
much, but too little to qualify for 


the Affordable Care Act—will 
watch what path senators take. 

What they can expect is a 
messy, unpredictable journey. 

Lawmakers could strike a 
grand bargain: Medicaid expan- 
sion in exchange for something 
its opponents want, perhaps a 
tax cut. They could deploy un- 
usual procedural tactics to force 
votes. It’s also possible legisla- 
tors will delay action until next 
year in favor of more study. 

Or they could do nothing at 
all. 

“None of us have any idea 
how this is going to move for- 
ward at this point, but this is one 


of the governor’s and the major- 
ity of the Legislature’s ... both of 
their priorities,” said Sen. Bar- 
bara Bollier, a Mission Hills 
Democrat who has championed 
expansion. 

A bargain may offer expan- 
sion supporters their best shot at 
sending a plan to Kelly, who 
would almost certainly sign it 
into law. It could play a pow- 
erful role in negotiations as 
lawmakers try to strike deals 
and get out of Topeka. 

“I think at the end of the day 
it’s going to be in a mix of a 
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Davids: Can’t commit to ‘Medicare for all; ‘Green New Deal’ 


BY JASON HANCOCK 
jhancock@kcstar.com 


U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids said 
Sunday she can’t commit to 
supporting two policy proposals 
dominating debate within her 
party heading into the 2020 


presidential election: a “Green 
New Deal” to combat climate 
change and “Medicare for all” 
to reform the nation’s health- 
care system. 

During her first town hall 
since taking office in January, 
Davids told a crowd gathered at 
Saint Andrew Christian Church 


in Olathe that she is committed 
to expanding access to health 
care and addressing climate 
change. 

But she said her focus, espe- 
cially on healthcare, is to work 
on legislation “that we can get 
bipartisan support on and move 
forward with right now.” 


“I can’t say what the next step 
looks like” on health care, she 
said, “but the things I can ac- 
tually put energy into, I want 
them to be things that can get 
bipartisan support.” 

Davids was elected in Novem- 
ber, defeating four-term 
incumbent Republican Rep. 


Kevin Yoder to capture Kansas’ 
3rd Congressional District. 

She’s the first Democrat to 
represent the district in a dec- 
ade. 

Sunday’s town hall consisted 
of a 30-minute live interview 
between Davids and Shawnee 
Mission Post Publisher Jay Sen- 
ter, followed by questions that 
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